
Massachusetts Advocacy Committee Meeting Summary – 
5.7.20 
 
The Massachusetts Advocacy Committee met today via conference call for a regularly 
scheduled briefing on state and federal legislative and regulatory issues. Association 
President/CEO Ron McLean, Committee Chairman Bernie Winne, and Vice Chairman Joe 
Walsh opened the meeting and welcomed the over 30 participants from across the state. 
McLean provided an update on Governor Charlie Baker’s reopening task force, having 
recently presented to the task force and providing credit union input which was well 
received. The presentation given to the task force is available HERE. McLean also provide an 
update on the ongoing collaborative joint task force formed with the Massachusetts Bankers 
Association to share best practices. The latest trend discussed was on-site nurse assistance. 
Finally, McLean shared the Association’s updated coronavirus survey results, which show 
that Massachusetts credit unions have provided over 2,300 mortgage loan forbearances 
totaling over $380 million, waived over $1.7 million in fees, and have made over 1,250 
Paycheck Protection Program loans totaling over $100 million. Survey results are available 
HERE. 
 
Special guests, Association Retained Lobbyists Thomas Finneran, Finneran Global 
Strategies, and Michael Travaglini, Travaglini, Scorzoni & Kiley, then provided a detailed 
state legislative update and outlook. All State House focus and action is pandemic related 
currently, and all other business remains sidelined at the moment. In a short amount of 
time, the Legislature has pivoted from health care, transportation, and other issues to 
focusing on the emergency. Both the House and the Senate continue to wrestle with 
working remotely and conducting formal sessions. The House had their first session which 
was limited to no more than 10 people on site to conduct business. Looking ahead on the 
legislative calendar, the legislative schedule will likely extend beyond the traditional 
deadline of July 31 for formal sessions. Past precedent exists for passage of important credit 
union legislation during informal sessions, and the work to date to build a consensus places 
credit unions in a preferred position. 
 
A key metric for credit unions to monitor to guage the Commonwealth’s health are the 
state’s revenue statistics. The recent 50% drop represents over $2 billion in a one month 
period. The rainy day fund rests at approximately $3 billion in the aggregate. In closing the 
gap, legislative action will likely focus not on taxes, but rather, on borrowing as a least 
intrusive way to balance the economy in its free fall without further adverse consumer and 
business impact. 
 
Credit unions remain engaged daily on Beacon Hill, ready to act as legislative work moves to 
advancing non-pandemic legislation. When lawmakers think of bills to advance, the credit 
union modernization bill is one that has already built consensus, is ripe for action and meets 
criteria for consideration in any compressed schedule.   
 
The meeting next featured special guest Greg Mecher, Chief of Staff and Kevin O’Neill, Staff 
Assistant with the Office of Congressman Joe Kennedy, III. Mecher provided commentary on 
the Congressman’s target interests for inclusion in a future relief package, which would 
include additional financial assistance to working families. Congressman Kennedy’s focus 
also remains on maintaining the ability for all to vote, including by mail-in vote. Business 
liability relief is being discussed, but specific details are not available at this time.  
 
Credit union comments to Kennedy’s staff addressed the hard work and persistence of the 
Boston SBA office, praising their commitment to assisting credit unions throughout the 
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unveiling of the program. It was also suggested that legislative consideration should be 
given to the hard work of credit unions and their ability to adapt in such an unusual 
environment so quickly to help and to prioritize member needs.  
 
Additional updates on federal and state legislative and regulatory efforts were provided by 
Association staff. Recent efforts by NCUA Chairman Rodney Hood and Todd Harper in 
advocating for such credit union priorities as CECL exemption, capital relief, CLF changes, 
an increase in the MBL cap, loan maturity limits, field of membership, increased vendor 
authority, underserved areas for credit unions, and clarification on stimulus issues were 
discussed. A number of opportunities for comment are upcoming including on Regulation D, 
changes to the Central Liquidity Facility, and subordinated debt. The Association welcomes 
comments on any of these topics and will seek your input through surveys when 
appropriate.  
 
Developments were also discussed which are evolving due to the coronavirus within state 
agencies, including the Massachusetts Division of Banks and the Attorney General’s office. 
The Association is currently seeking the top five (5) priority regulatory recommendations for 
change from members so that the Association can sharpen its advocacy focus for 
meaningful change during the state of emergency. 
 
Please send any questions or comments to advocacyma@ccua.org.  
 
Key Upcoming Dates 
Virtual Notarization Educational Program, May 12, 2020, 11:00 a.m. 
Virtual Credit Union Discussion with Congresswoman Katherine Clark, TBD 
Virtual Credit Union Discussion with Congressman Jim McGovern, TBD 
Virtual Massachusetts Division of Banks Credit Union Roundtable, TBD 
Hike-the-Hill, TBD, Washington, DC and Alexandria, VA 
Virtual Annual Meeting State Legislative/Regulatory Sessions, October 14 
Massachusetts Advocacy Committee Meeting, December 11, 2020, 10:00 a.m., conference 
call 
CUNA’s Governmental Affairs Conference, February 28-March 4, 2021, Washington 
Convention Center, Washington, DC 
 
Materials: 
Baker Administration Reopening Credit Union Briefing 
Coronavirus Survey Results 
Status of Association Legislative Priority Bills 
Status of Additional Key Credit Union Legislative Bills 
Letter to Judiciary Committee on Remote Notarization 
Massachusetts CULAC/MCULPAC Report 
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