
MA Coronavirus Tracker: State Reopening; Updated SBA 
PPP FAQs; Remote Notary Educational Program – 5.6.20 
 
Massachusetts Governor Baker’s Press Conference Today on Re-Opening  
Governor Charlie Baker’s reopening panel, led by Lieutenant Governor Karyn Polito and 
Economic Development Secretary Mike Kennealy, plans to file interim reports between now 
and May 18, the deadline for recommendations. Some decisions on reopening could be 
coming in the next few days. The goal, starting on May 18, is to begin reopening certain 
types of businesses in a limited fashion where it can be done more safely than under normal 
operations. This phased in process cannot begin until there is sustained downward trends in 
many of the data elements. 
 
Q. How much testing does the state need to do to be able to open the economy?  

A. Need CDC and the FDA to approve more kinds of testing and to enhance and ensure 
reliability of testing; and to improve our testing infrastructure. The Governor was 
clear that the federal government needs to include significant resources for CDC and 
FDA to up their game on testing capacity. More information is still needed about how 
long immunity lasts. The Governor reminded everyone that there are two types of 
testing:  

o Current testing either via swab that gets processed at the lab or desktop 
machine takes about 15 mins each. These tests will tell you if you are 
currently COVID-19 positive. Antibody testing via pin prick matters because a 
large percentage of COVID-19 positive people are asymptomatic. 

 
Updated SBA PPP Frequently Asked Questions – Repayment Extension 
Treasury and the Small Business Administration have updated its Frequently Asked 
Questions list relative to the Payroll Protection Plan. A new question on repayment 
extension is below: 
 
Question: FAQ #31 reminded borrowers to review carefully the required certification on the 
Borrower Application Form that “[c]urrent economic uncertainty makes this loan request 
necessary to support the ongoing operations of the Applicant.” SBA guidance and 
regulations provide that any borrower who applied for a PPP loan prior to April 24, 2020 and 
repays the loan in full by May 7, 2020 will be deemed by SBA to have made the required 
certification in good faith. Is it possible for a borrower to obtain an extension of the May 7, 
2020 repayment date?  
  
Answer: SBA is extending the repayment date for this safe harbor to May 14, 2020. 
Borrowers do not need to apply for this extension. This extension will be promptly 
implemented through a revision to the SBA’s interim final rule providing the safe harbor. 
SBA intends to provide additional guidance on how it will review the certification prior to 
May 14, 2020. 
 
The full list of FAQs is available HERE. 
 
Save-the-Date: Massachusetts Remote Notary Law Webinar 
The Association will host an educational program on the new remote notary law in 
conjunction with other local lender trade groups as a complimentary member benefit. 
Registration will be available shortly. The program details are: 
 
Tuesday, May 12th 
11:00 AM - Noon 

https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fhome.treasury.gov%2Fsystem%2Ffiles%2F136%2FPaycheck-Protection-Program-Frequently-Asked-Questions.pdf&data=02%7C01%7Cclangiu%40ccua.org%7C5cabd70caab6480883de08d7f227c833%7Cf29e69a3567b4221aa245e70e93bfe80%7C1%7C0%7C637244124996462072&sdata=y%2Focc57veQVOfBGTMzHXkkcFJMb%2FokUobvjzU7dhg2g%3D&reserved=0


 


