
CUNA Governmental Affairs Conference – Tracker #4 
 
This fourth installment of our new member advocacy tool, GAC Tracker, is designed to 
update your credit union on key developments from the 2021 CUNA Governmental Affairs 
Conference. 
 
Lawmaker Meeting Summaries 
Rhode Island Congressman David Cicilline  
The credit unions of Rhode Island recently met with Congressman David Cicilline. The 
meeting served as the kickoff lawmaker visit as part of the 2021 Governmental Affairs 
Conference. The Congressman was joined by Jonay Foster Holkins, Legislative Counsel, with 
both expressing hope to be able to meet with the credit unions in person again in the near 
future.  
 
The Congressman was informed of the significant work put in by the state’s credit unions 
relative to Paycheck Protection Plan loans to local small businesses. Over $136 million in 
loans have been provided by the credit unions of Rhode Island, resulting in retaining 17,000 
jobs in the state. Credit unions on the line reported that while guidance was slow at the 
beginning, the industry worked together and as quickly as possible to get funds to those 
who needed them. The recent additional rounds of funding have proven successful, and 
credit unions continue to see the demand for these loans and are able to meet the needs of 
all who qualify. 
 
An overview of the robust American Rescue Plan Act was then provided, with the 
Congressman noting his support for the substantial financial assistance the bill will provide 
to working Americans. The country’s recovery hinges on overcoming the COVID-19 virus, 
and the Act provides for nationwide vaccine distribution, and effective testing and tracing 
strategies. Additional provisions include: assistance for small businesses and direct cash 
payments to families; rental and mortgage assistance; resources for the nation’s childcare 
system and for parents’ return to work; assistance to communities to reopen schools safely; 
and assistance to state and local governments for first responders and other frontline 
workers. In total, the bill will provide $1.7 billion in direct assistance to the Ocean State.  
 
In other legislative activity, the Congressman reported the recent House work on of a 
number of bills focused on addressing recent social unrest, including: a democracy reform 
bill, which would raise ethical standards, bring additional transparency, and make it easier 
for people to vote and be aware of special interests; a justice and policing bill focused on 
systemic racism and policing reform; a civil rights bill which would prohibit discrimination in 
sexual orientation and identity; and a comprehensive immigration bill. The Congressman 
also addressed a significant infrastructure bill being worked on in the House. The bill will 
require bipartisan support, and he is hopeful that progress will be made to move the bill 
forward.  
 
The discussion then turned to credit union legislative priorities. The Congressman was 
reminded of the statutory cap on member business loans, which continues to be an issue for 
many credit unions who seek to make loans to small businesses in their communities but 
who are running up against the cap. Additional discussion was had on data security and the 
need for a national data standard, the importance of Community Development Financial 
Institution funding, and the need for a path forward for financial institutions to assist 
marijuana-related businesses. 
 
CUNA Governmental Affairs Conference Sweepstakes Update 



On behalf of the Association, thank you to everyone who participated in the GAC 
Sweepstakes to benefit CULAC. The Sweepstakes was a success this year, resulting in a 
total of $204,516.00 in funds raised. The following are totals collectively raised by each of 
our individual member states; please note that CULAC continues to reconcile sweepstakes 
totals, and these totals may change: 
 
Delaware: $2,140.00 raised through the efforts of CULAC Trustee Betsy Cole, Delaware 
Alliance Federal Credit Union 
Massachusetts: $2,840.00 raised through the efforts of CULAC Trustee Eileen Danahey, St. 
Anne’s Credit Union of Fall River, Mass. 
New Hampshire: $2,390.00 raised through the efforts of CULAC Trustee Scott MacKnight, 
Triangle Credit Union. 
Rhode Island: $6,220.00 raised through the efforts of CULAC Trustee Randy Sacilotto, 
Navigant Credit Union.  
 
The credit unions of Rhode Islands’ generosity produced multiple Sweepstakes winners, 
including from Navigant Credit Union and People’s Credit Union. Thank you all for your 
participation and generosity.  
 
Association Hill Visits 
Delaware 
No new pending visits have been scheduled.  
  
Massachusetts 
Congressman Richard Neal 
At the request of the Congressman, this meeting is being rescheduled and a new date will 
be announced as soon as possible. 
  
New Hampshire 
No new pending visits have been scheduled.  
  
Rhode Island 
Senator Jack Reed 
Tuesday, April 6, 2021  
2:30 p.m. 
 
Senator Sheldon Whitehouse 
Thursday, April 15, 2021 
9:30 a.m. 
  
As a reminder, the Association continues to secure meetings with members of the Delaware, 
Massachusetts, New Hampshire, and Rhode Island Congressional Delegations throughout 
the months of March and April dependent on the virtual meeting schedules of lawmakers. 
Members will be notified of meetings by direct email from the Association as soon as they 
are available. 
  
Reminder: Association 2021 GAC Resources and Materials  
As a reminder, the Association’s conference and state-specific materials and resources are 
available at our website at: https://www.ccua.org/advocacy/advocacy-
events/2021-cuna-gac/. These materials will continuously be updated based on 
legislative information available at the time, and you are encouraged to regularly review 
these documents for updates.  
   

https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ccua.org%2Fadvocacy%2Fadvocacy-events%2F2021-cuna-gac%2F&data=04%7C01%7Cclangiu%40ccua.org%7Cff6ba4226879490ecd4a08d8f2f6a6aa%7Cf29e69a3567b4221aa245e70e93bfe80%7C1%7C0%7C637526488471660526%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=25M9k1%2BZpdeduS2QdNz27Srbyq1F3lplikdIBPNHd18%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ccua.org%2Fadvocacy%2Fadvocacy-events%2F2021-cuna-gac%2F&data=04%7C01%7Cclangiu%40ccua.org%7Cff6ba4226879490ecd4a08d8f2f6a6aa%7Cf29e69a3567b4221aa245e70e93bfe80%7C1%7C0%7C637526488471660526%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=25M9k1%2BZpdeduS2QdNz27Srbyq1F3lplikdIBPNHd18%3D&reserved=0


CUNA 2021 GAC Sessions 
CUNA’s GAC Session recordings are available for 30 days on the ‘Sessions’ page in the GAC 
platform, Social27. GAC attendees can catch up on any sessions they were unable to attend 
by navigating through each daily tab.  
 
Your Association Advocacy Team 
1.800.842.1242, option 8 
Govaff-leg@ccua.org  
 
 
Contributions to CULAC are not tax deductible. All contributions are voluntary and will be 
used for political purposes. You have the right to refuse to contribute without any reprisal. 
Guidelines contained herein are merely suggestions. You may contribute more or less than 
guidelines suggest, and CUNA will not favor nor disadvantage you by reason of the amount 
of your contribution or a decision not to contribute. 
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