
  

 

 

 

 
Summary of Laws Enacted During the 2016-2018 Session of the 

Delaware General Assembly 
 
Establishing a Task Force to Study and Make Findings Concerning Financial Literacy 
Education in Delaware Public Schools and Make Policy Recommendations to Increase the 
Financial Literacy of Delaware Students (HJR4) 
Enacted: February 1, 2016 
Effective Date: February 1, 2016 
Volume Chapter: N/A 
Summary: Establishes a task force to study and make findings concerning financial literacy 
education in the State, and to make policy and program recommendations that will help increase 
student financial literacy. 
 
An Act to Amend Titles 12 and 25 of the Delaware Code Relating to Abandoned or 
Unclaimed Property. (SB13) 
Enacted: February 2, 2017 
Effective Date: February 2, 2017 
Volume Chapter: 81:1 
Summary: Relates to unclaimed property; provides for an Escheator of the State, who shall be the 
Secretary of Finance or the Secretary's delegate; provides for corporate filing requirements; 
relates to banks, credit unions, joint ventures, securities, savings accounts, limited liability 
companies, insurance companies, utilities, sole proprietorships and business trusts; relates to 
mineral leases and foreign owners. Reduces the look-back period of all voluntary disclosure 
agreements and audits to 10 report years, and creates a 10 year statute of limitations for the State 
to seek payment of unclaimed property due to the State. In addition, this legislation aligns the 
State’s record retention requirement for companies with the statute of limitations and look back 
period, which brings State law into conformity with a majority of other states. Mandates that 
interest be assessed on any late-filed unclaimed property, as a means to incentivize voluntary 
compliance. 
 
An Act to Amend Titles 5 and 11 of the Delaware Code Relating to Prize-Linked Saving 
Program (HB 31) 
Enacted: May 2, 2017 
Effective Date: May 2, 2017 
Summary: Authorizes the use of prize-linked savings accounts in the State; states these accounts 
have been used in a number of countries and several U.S. States to promote savings, especially 
among persons with low-income and first-time savers; provides for a deposit into the program 
makes the entrant eligible for a prize; states the principal in the account remains untouched. 
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An Act to Amend Title 19 of the Delaware Code Relating to Unlawful Employment 
Practices (HS 1 w/ HB 1) 
Enacted: June 14, 2017 
Effective Date: December 14, 2017 
Volume Chapter: 81:41 
Summary: Addresses the wage gap between men and women, Prohibits employers, and their 
agents, from inquiring into an applicant’s compensation history. An applicant may disclose the 
information voluntarily, and the bill explicitly permits discussion and negation of compensation 
expectations between an employer and applicants, so long as the employer does not affirmatively 
seek compensation history in the course of discussion and negotiation. An employer is permitted 
to seek and confirm such information after an offer, including compensation, has been 
negotiated, made and accepted.  
 

An Act to Amend Chapters 198 and 200, Volume 78 of the Laws of Delaware Relating to 
Foreclosures (HB 76) 
Enacted: July 17, 2017 
Effective Date: July 17, 2017 
Volume Chapter: 81:74 
Summary: Extends the Office of Foreclosure Prevention and Automatic Residential Foreclosure 
Mediation Program an additional two years, from January 18, 2018 until January 18, 2020; specifies the 
Office of Foreclosure Prevention and the Automatic Residential Foreclosure Mediation Program were 
originally scheduled to sunset on January 18, 2014, two years after their enactment; extends the sunset 
date to January 18, 2018 (six years) in 2013. 
 
An Act to Amend Chapter 12B, Title 6 of the Delaware Code Relating to Breaches of Security 
Involving Personal Information (HS 1 for HB 180 – HA 3 & SA 1) 
Enacted: July 17, 2017 
Effective Date: March 14, 2018 
Volume Chapter: N/A 
Summary: Updates Delaware’s law regarding computer security breaches by creating safeguard 
requirements; updates definitions of breach of security and personal information; adds encryption 
definitions; creates a “safe harbor” if data in a breach is encrypted or protected by encryption key; 
strengthens consumer protections when a security breach is discovered; clarifies notification process; and 
provides examples of federal laws that can be complied with to constitute compliance with this chapter. 
 
An Act to Amend the Delaware Code Relating to State Economic Development and Transferring 
the Functions of the Delaware Economic Development Office to a Division of the Department of 
State (HB 226) 
Enacted: June 30, 2017 
Effective Date: July 1, 2017 
Volume Chapter: 81:49 
Summary: In order to study methods to improve coordination between the public and private sectors, 
attract growing businesses and foster economic development throughout the State, Governor John C. 
Carney established a working group consisting of government, business leaders and community members. 
The Group issued a report to the Governor on April 7, 2017 recommending the establishment of a 
public/private partnership in Delaware to focus on investment attraction, entrepreneurship and innovation,  
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talent development and retention, and research and analysis. The General Assembly intends to appropriate 
funding for the Public/Private Partnership, which will focus on leveraging private resources to improve 
business recruitment, retention and expansion, identify and develop a talented workforce, connecting with 
the global economy and building a stronger entrepreneurial environment. In order to improve efficiency, 
eliminate redundancy and foster business attraction, innovation, tourism, small business development, 
business retention, minority, women, disadvantaged and veteran owned businesses, this legislation 
eliminates the Delaware Economic Development Office, and transfers tourism, the Delaware Motion 
Picture and Television Commission and duties related to administration and the financial analysis of 
proposed economic development projects to the Department of State. 
 
An Act to Amend Title 25 of the Delaware Code Relating to Mortgages (SB 32) 
Enacted: August 30, 2017 
Effective Date: August 30, 2017 
Volume Chapter: 81:151 
Summary: This Act establishes a procedure by which a mortgagee that changes its notice address from the 
notice address as provided in any mortgage or assignment of mortgage may, at its option, provide public 
notice of its new notice address. 
 
 


