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Good evening everyone. I hope that all is well and I thank you for joining us. Our original plan 

was to have this meeting in person and outdoors. However, this pandemic continues to challenge 

us, so the Board felt it necessary to be held again in a virtual format. I would like to thank Mary 

Ann Clancy and Katherine Butler from the Cooperative Credit Union Association for their 

assistance to help make this virtual meeting take place. 

Going forward, we do plan on having a December Holiday meeting. I’m not sure yet how we 

will hold that meeting but I will keep everyone up to date. Our hope is to continue to provide 

educational, inspiring and interesting meetings throughout the year whether they are virtual or in 

person. 

Guests: I would like to recognize our guests and strategic partners, Andrew Peach, Chief 

Business Development Officer with Vertifi Software. I would also like to welcome Jessica Dunn 

from the North Adams Municipal Federal Credit Union. 

 SCHOLARSHIPS 

I would like to talk about this year’s Scholarships: The Cooperative Credit Union Association 

was generous once again to grant our Chapter a $1500 Scholarship awarded to a Berkshire 

County student. This year’s winner is Brianna Dowling. Brianna is a member of the Credit 

Union of the Berkshires and a graduate of Mt Greylock Regional School. She wrote an 

interesting essay of her journey in pursuing her passion and career goal. Brianna realized that 

writing was her passion as well as helping people and will pursue a career as an English Teacher. 

Congratulations to Brianna. (Thank you note) 

In addition to this CCUA scholarship, EasCorp (Eastern Corporate Federal Credit Union and 

Verifi * Software) have generously donated another $1500 to our Chapter. These funds were 

awarded to 2 additional Berkshire County students who received $750.00 each. The winners are 

Brendan Stannard and Benjamin Vengalil. Brendan is a graduate of Taconic High School in 

Pittsfield. He wrote an insightful essay on his concerns with climate change and his passion to 

make a difference. Brendan will pursue a career in Environmental studies. Benjamin is also a 

graduate of Taconic High School. He wrote an inspiring essay on healthcare reform and how he 

would like to pursue a career in making real change to our current healthcare system. I can’t tell 

you how excited they were to hear the news. A huge thank you to EasCorp/Vertify Software for 

supporting our Chapter and helping these 2 students with their college expenses. 

 

 

 


