
Committed to improving financial well-being for all 
As not-for-profit financial cooperatives, credit unions put the needs of our more than 130 million 
members first. It is our industry commitment to improve the financial well-being of every person and 
is the cornerstone of the credit union promise. 
 
Preserve the credit union tax status 
Protect the credit union tax status to advance communities, help working families improve their 
financial futures, and keep local economies strong. Our tax status helps us put PEOPLE OVER PROFIT. 

Credit Union 
Policy Priorities

Protect and empower consumers 

MAINTAIN INTERCHANGE RULES 
Interchange fees support affordable access to 
credit and ensure consumers and merchants 
are made whole when bad actors attack. The 
proposed changes would decimate the current 
payments system by giving retailers power to 
use any credit card network, regardless of its 
data security requirements, and significantly 
increasing the risk to consumers and their 
financial institutions. 

   
Preserve the integrity of the well-
functioning debit and credit card system. 

PROTECT DATA SECURITY 
Credit unions support comprehensive national 
data security and privacy standards that include 
robust security requirements, akin to those 
required of financial institutions under the 
Gramm-Leach-Bliley Act (GLBA), for all who 
collect or hold personal data and is preemptive  
of state laws.

   
Support efforts in the House and Senate to 
pass data security legislation. 
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ALLOW CANNABIS BANKING 
Provide clarity and a safe harbor for financial 
institutions to serve cannabis-related businesses 
in states where cannabis is legal, as found in the 
previously introduced SAFE Banking Act. 

INCLUDE CREDIT UNIONS IN 
CRYPTOCURRENCY AND FINTECH EFFORTS 
The digital assets marketplace demands a 
comprehensive regulatory framework with 
consistent oversight for similar products and 
services. A coordinated approach among 
prudential regulators would provide clarity and a 
level playing field that encourages competition, 
provides robust consumer protections, and 
promotes responsible innovation. Credit 
unions should have parity with other financial 
institutions and fintechs in legislation and 
regulation. 

   
Include credit unions in any digital assets 
legislation. 



Modernize credit union 
opportunities 
ENHANCE CREDIT UNION BOARD MEETING 
FLEXIBILITY 
The Credit Union Board Modernization Act 
(H.R. 582) allows federal credit union boards to 
meet a minimum of six times a year, instead of 
the currently required 12 times a year. H.R. 582 
unanimously passed the House. 

   
Support the Credit Union Board 
Modernization Act in the Senate. 

EXPAND CONSUMER ACCESS TO  
CREDIT UNIONS 
Improve consumers’ access to financial 
services by giving more people—especially the 
underserved—the option to join and use a credit 
union for their financial needs. This includes 
support of programs that help consumers and 
small businesses. 
 
LIFT CREDIT UNION MEMBER BUSINESS 
LENDING CAPS FOR VETERAN-OWNED  
SMALL BUSINESSES 
Exempt credit union member business loans 
to our veterans as they start and grow small 
businesses in our communities. 
 
INCREASE LOAN MATURITY LIMITS 
Allow federal credit unions to expand non-
mortgage loan terms to more than 15 years, 
creating better student, agricultural, and 
business loan access. 
 

Right-size regulations 
Credit unions support a common-sense approach 
to regulations, including right-sized CFPB rules 
and preventing arbitrary barriers to serving 
members. 
 
KEEP OVERDRAFT PROTECTION AVAILABLE 
Protect access to overdraft protection as a helpful 
safety net that consumers both choose to use and 
can count on as a safeguard and convenience.  
 
REFORM CFPB LEADERSHIP STRUCTURE 
Establish a bipartisan leadership structure at the 
CFPB. This would bring stability to the Bureau 
and allow credit unions to focus on members’ 
financial well-being. 
 
EXPAND ACCESS TO NCUA CLF FOR SMALL 
CREDIT UNIONS 
Expand NCUA Central Liquidity Facility (CLF) 
access to allow corporate credit unions to 
obtain liquidity on behalf of small credit unions, 
enabling them to respond more quickly to 
economic challenges. 

Explore these priorities and more at cuna.org/advocacy
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http://cuna.org/advocacy

